
On Saturday, June 18th, Cedar Creek Ecosystem 
Scienc Reserve hosted an open house to kick off the 
summer outreach season. Over 100 of our friends, 
neighbors and affiliates gathered at the Lindeman 
Center for a day of discovery and exploration, and 
what a day it was! The weather was gorgeous, the 
bugs were quiet, and visitors had the opportunity 
to see Cedar Creek from a variety of perspectives. 

One popular activity was a visit to the oak savanna 
with experts from the Red-headed Woodpecker 
Recovery Project, a citizen science project based 
at Cedar Creek. Over the course of the day, partic-
ipants documented 65 different bird species! Very 
impressive for just a few hours out in a small section 
of the property. Another well-received activity was 
an exploration of several of Cedar Creek’s world-fa-
mous long term research experiments. A group of 
graduate students volunteered their time to lead 
visitors through the BigBio, BioCON and FAB exper-
iments and share their perspectives and research 

findings. For most participants, this was a rare 
chance to go “behind the fences” and learn first-
hand not only about Cedar Creek’s science mission, 
but also about how most Cedar Creek employees 
spend their days.

We rounded the day out with two chances to really 
connect with nature - a walk to Cedar Bog Lake with 
stops in the prairie, white cedar swamp, deciduous 
forest, and a late successional lake, and a guided 
hike on the public trails at Fish Lake. On these tours, 
visitors got a taste of the diversity of plants and 
animals found in our area, a sense of the historical 
context of Cedar Creek, and the opportunity to ask 
questions of our trained naturalists and educators. 
All in all, it was a great day out! We look forward to 
seeing all of you at the next open house, or even 
sooner at our next public event! More details about 
upcoming events can be found on the last page of 
this newsletter and online at z.umn.edu/ccEd

Summer Open 
House recap
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Field Notes, Summer 2016

Have you ever noticed animal tracks 
while out walking and wondered 
what they were? Or maybe you’re 
generally interested in wildlife 
and have been looking for a way 
to get involved with conservation 
and science. Regardless of your 
motivation, we’ve got a great 
opportunity for you to assist with 
wildlife research at Cedar Creek! 

This summer, we are kicking off 
the Cedar Creek Wildlife Survey, 
a citizen science project run in 
collaboration with Jon Poppele and 
the MN Wildlife Tracking Project. 
Initially, the project will consist of 
a training day on Saturday, July 
23rd (9am to 4pm) and a survey 

day on Sunday, August 7th. If you 
attend the training day, you are also 
invited to come to Cedar Creek on 
your own time to look for tracks 
and document wildlife presence. 
We’ll have formal survey days at 
least once a season, although 
you are welcome to track and 
contribute to our dataset as often 
as you’d like! 

The data you help collect will be 
a valuable resource for scientists 
here investigating animal diversity 
and space use. Plus, it’s a great 
opportunity to learn some new 
skills and explore Cedar Creek! We 
hope you’ll join us at the training 
event on July 23rd!

Welcome to Cedar Creek Ecosystem 
Science Reserve! I’m Caitlin Potter, your 
Education and Outreach Coordinator, 
and I’m looking forward to seeing you 
all up here over the next few months!

I wear several hats at Cedar Creek: I run 
our K-12 education programs, which 
provide field trips to thousands of MN 
students each year, and I also develop 
and run our public outreach efforts. 
This means lots of time spent outside 
learning and teaching - my dream job!

I arrived at Cedar Creek this April, 
after bouncing between academia 
and education. My training is in field 
biology: I have a B.S. in Wildlife and 
Conservation Biology from UC Davis, 
and  an M.A. and Ph.D in Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology from Princeton. 
I’ve lived and worked all over the 
world, studying animals and their 
behavior. Along the way, I discovered 
I had a passion for sharing science 
and research with people from all 
walks of life. This realization led me to 
jobs teaching study-abroad courses 
in Kenya, running school programs at 
the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, and 
generally exploring creative ways to 
engage people with science. 

My position at Cedar Creek combines 
my interests in science, education, and 
outreach, and gives me the chance to 
work with researchers, students and 
the public. I’m excited to be part of 
this community and to meet you all on 
your next visit to Cedar Creek! If you 
have questions, ideas or thoughts on 
Cedar Creek, please get in touch!

Sincerely, 
Dr. Caitlin Barale Potter
612-301-2602, caitlin@umn.edu

Coordinator’s Corner

New citizen science opportunity: 
Wildlife Tracking Survey

Caught on Camera!
Cedar Creek’s Building and 
Grounds Supervisor, Jim Krueger, 
maintains a few remotely-
triggered trail cameras placed 
strategically across our 5400 acre 
property. Recently, he got a great 
picture of two wild turkeys on one 
of his cameras!

If you take a picture on the Fish 
Lake Nature Trails or at one of 
our events and would like to see 
it featured in Caught on Camera, 
send the image and a brief caption 
to Caitlin at caitlin@umn.edu
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Gida Summer 
Camp a success
by Siddharth Iyengar

We had a lot of fun hosting Native 
American students and teachers 
from the Gidakiimanaaniwigamig 
(Our Earth STEM Lodge) 
educational camps for their 
second summer camp at Cedar 
Creek ESR. This is a mixed age 
group community of learners 
seeking to understand climate 
change within the context of 
contemporary Ojibwe culture. 18 
students and 10 teachers from the 
Fond du Lac nation spent 3 days 
at Cedar Creek exploring biomes, 
visiting experiments, conducting 
science investigations and having 
fun! Experiments and data were 
woven into the narration of 

stories of this place, and we were 
honored to see that in the context 
of ancient stories and lived 
experiences of the community 
gathered here. 

In keeping with the spirit of this 
year’s Gidaa camp, we encourage 
you to come visit Cedar Creek, and 
see how your narratives relate to 
the people, history and land here!

3Follow us on Facebook and Twitter by searching for @CedarCreekESR
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Every summer, Cedar Creek 
Ecosystem Science Reserve is filled 
to bursting with graduate students 
pursuing their dissertation research 
projects, research scientists and 
faculty members working on 
large-scale experiments, and as 
many as 50 undergraduate interns 
from across MN and the rest of 
the county assisting in all sorts 
of ways. These summer interns 
spend the summer living onsite 
and gaining valuable skills in 
ecological field work, contributing 
to the success of Cedar Creek’s  
long-term experiments, interacting 
with graduate students, post-docs 
and professors, and conducting 
their own scientific investigations. 
Shepherding the intern cohort - 
many of whom have never done 
field work before - are the Cedar 

Creek Grad Fellows, a special group 
of Cedar Creek graduate students 
with an interest in developing their 
skills as mentors. 

This year, there are six Grad Fellows: 
George Furey, Siddharth Iyengar, 
Kaitlin Kimmel, Shan Kothari, 
Cristy Portales and Yi Yang. As 
a team, they work together to 
advise undergraduate research 
projects, arrange weekly seminars 
and workshops (many of which 
are open to the public - see pg. 4), 
provide training and insight on 
proprosal writing, data analysis and 
presentations, and organize an all-
day symposium at the end of the 
summer for interns to share their 
projects with the community. They 
do all this while also collecting data 
for their own research projects! 

The Cedar Creek Grad Fellows 
program provides a great 
opportunity for undergraduate 
students to deepen their 
understanding of what it means 
to be a research scientist, as well 
as serving as a way for graduate 
students to gain experience 
mentoring and advising the 
next generation of scientists. 
This program also helps enhance 
the intellectual community here 
at Cedar Creek by providing 
opportunities for everyone - staff, 
researchers, community members, 
students - to share ideas and learn 
from one another. We hope you’ll 
join us at one of the weekly noon 
science seminars as well as the 
closing intern symposium to share 
in the success of this year’s Grad 
Fellows program!

Who are the Cedar Creek Grad Fellows?
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Let us know if you can attend by contacting Caitlin 

at caitlin@umn.edu or 612-301-2602!

All events take place at Cedar Creek’s Lindeman Discovery and Research 

Center at 2660 Fawn Lake Dr NE in East Bethel, unless otherwise noted. 

Detailed information on events can be found at z.umn.edu/ccEd

Upcoming Events
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Workshops and Programs

 7/13: Joining the Peace Corps    
  Join Jake Grossman to learn about 
  opportunities to work abroad 

 7/16: East Bethel Booster Days Parade        
  (at Booster Park, East Bethel)

 7/23: Cedar Creek Wildlife Survey 
  training and orientation
  Learn how to track wildlife and be a part   
  of our new citizen science project
       
 8/7: Cedar Creek Wildlife Survey day   
  Join us to collect data for our new citizen  
  science wildife tracking project 
  (attendance at 7/23 training required)  
 
 8/12: Night Sky Viewing Party!         
  Use our telescope to view planets,   
  meteors and the moon with astronomer   
  Evan Tucker

 8/18: Intern Research Symposium
  Hear about our summer interns’ projects  
  during this special day-long event
        
 8/22: Nocturnal entomology: moths to
  the flame (RSVP REQUIRED!)    
  Dr. Eric Lind will teach about nighttime  
  insects, and take everyone outside to see  
  some amazing moths up close

Noon Science Seminars

7/13: Trees, pets, and people: a watershed 
 approach to understanding urban 
 eutrophication       
 Dr. Sarah Hobbie

7/20: Across kingdoms and continents:    
 being a grassland ecologist is awesome!       
 Dr. Kim La Pierre

7/27: Causes and consequences of changes in   
 biodiversity 
 Dr. Forest Isbell  

8/3: How much biodiversity can climate   
 change adaptation really save?
 Dr. Jessica Hellman
    
8/9: From Monkeys and Mountains to    
 Minnesota           
 Dr. Caitlin Barale Potter

8/17: TBA
       Dr. Daniel Stanton
   


