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Nine eggs from a Ruffed Grouse nest were incubated artificially. Growth
rates and behavior of this interesting species are well documented.

During a radiotelemetry study of
female Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbel-
lus) at the Cedar Creck Natural Iis-
tory Area, Anoka County, a hen was
killed by a predator on 29 May 1971
several days before its egps were due
to hatch. Despite the fact that the
cges had not been altended for about
24 hours Collowing predation of the
hen, nine of ten hatched in an incu-
bator on 1 June. At first the chicks
were kept in a cardboard box under
a brooder lamp and fed live insects
plus chicken starter mash. During the
carly stages the mmash was largely
ignored. Even when insects and mash
were mixed together the chicks care-
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fully picked out the insects and left
the mash. When one week old they
were moved to an outdoor wire en-
closure during the day. All were band-
ed at two weeks and thereafter
weighed weekly throughout the sum-
mer. When five weeks of age they were
moved to a large outdoor enclosure.
The ehleks readily consumed insecls
throughout the summer but gradually
more mash was eaten until by August
it constituted the major portion of
their diet. Clover supplemented their
diet in late July and August. When
fully grown the birds were maintain-
ed on a diet of commercial pigeon
food consisting of mixed grains.
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Fig. 2. Ruffed Grouse chick on the day of hatching.
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Fig. 3. One week old Ruffed Grouse chick.
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