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THE FATE OF THE INDIGENOUS!

ArtHUR N. WiLcox
University of Minnesota

The American people have in recent years been developing an
appreciation of the importance of our native plants and animals,
not merely in their appraisable value for sale, but in their indirect
value as members of the communities of plants, animals and human
beings. The scientific study of such matters as these, which is the
field of ecology, may therefore be faced with a timely opportunity.

It is my purpose to call to your attention some of the possibili-
ties of a long-time, coordinated study from the ecological point of
view of the typical indigenous flora and fauna, to describe how such
a study is being successfully conducted on a bit of coast land in
England, and to point out that in Minnesota we have an excep-
tional opportunity for research of this sort which may be worthy
of the active consideration of this Academy.

Several years ago my interest was attracted by a scheme for a
complete biological study of an area on the South Haven Peninsula
in Dorset, on the south coast of England. Under the encouragement
of Captain C. Diver, a secretary of the British Genetical Associa-
tion and a zoologist by training and by avocation, there is being
brought into action “a body of workers who, while making separate
studies of the groups in which they are specialists, will yet do so
with a coordination in attack and a unity in aim towards the ulti-
mate objective—the elucidation of the complex bonds that hold
together a complete society of plants and animals.” 2

The area being studied has special advantages for this purpose.
It is well suited for ecological work, it has suffered little interference
by man, it is abundant in features interesting to naturalists, and
furthermore by its bracing sea air and its detachment from human
industry it provides a pleasant place of refuge for naturalists who
may desire a change of scene and who therefore may enjoy partici-
pating in the absorbing study proposed.

This area is a rather low-lying peninsula about two miles long
and two-thirds of a mile wide, bounded on three sides by tidal
water and with an easily defined artificial boundary at its base.
A principal ridge of Eocene origin runs in the shape of a crescent
partly across the base and along the harbor side of the peninsula,
roughly paralleled toward the sea by three relatively recent ridges
of blown sand. Now enclosed from even the high tides are several
lakes and pools. This inland water covers about eighty of the ap-
proximately 750 acres. It is particularly fortunate that, at least as

*Paper No. 1511 of the Scientific Journal Series of the Minnesota Agricultural
Experiment Station.
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Dorset): General scheme of the survey. Jour. Ani. Ecol. 1934, Vol. 3, pp. 129-132.
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